REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE The Auditing Committee of the Wyoming State Bar, on examination of the Treasurer's Report dated August 1, 1957, and the books and records of the Treasurer in support of said report, finds that the report is correct and recommends that the report be approved.
Dated August 27, 1957. Ernest Wilkerson, Chairman Robert A. Burgess Richard A. Tobin
REPORT OF THE NECROLOGY COMMITTEE
During the past year since our 1956 annual meeting, the deaths of ten members of the Wyoming State Bar have been reported. Most of them were long-time active members of the Bar and the cumulative affect of their loss will be felt most keenly by our profession in the state. Of the ten, one had recently retired as U.S. District Judge after over 55 years as a member of the Wyoming Bar, one was serving as a state District Judge after over 30 years in his profession in Wyoming, four had been members of the Wyoming Bar for approximately 50 years each, one had been a member of our Bar for over 40 years, one for over 35 years, and the other two who died in California had each practiced law in the state for some years, although not active in Wyoming practice in recent years. In each case these distinguished gentlemen will be missed most by their families and others who were associated closely with them, but their absence will also be felt throughout the state of Wyoming. He was a member of the Masonic Order, and his civic affiliations included the Rotary Club, Literary Club, and the Presbyterian church.
He was a member of the American Bar Association. He was preceded in death by his wife, and is survived by a sister-in-law, Mrs. E. Stanton Kennedy of Denver, and several nieces and nephews.
Very early in his judicial career he attracted national attention through presiding over the famous Teapot Dome cases, and he subsequently became known widely as a federal judge of great industry and ability. Judge T. Blake Kennedy's legal career spanned over 55 years in Wyoming and he has left an indelible imprint on the jurisprudence of Wyoming. He will be missed greatly by his many friends and admirers everywhere. Prior to his accession to the bench he was active in the Natrona County Bar Association, and he served as president of the Wyoming State Bar in 1943-44. He was a member of the American Bar Association. For many years he was active in the Republican party and served on many party committees. He served in the Marine Corps during World War I in France, where he was hospitalized as a result of being gassed. He was awarded the Navy Cross for extraordinary service in the line of duty. He was a member of the Masonic Order, and his civic affiliations included the American Legion, Izaak Walton League, Y.M.C.A., and the Presbyterian Church. He is survived by his wife, Nell. He was known to his many friends throughout the state as "Smoky" and was often so addressed informally even after his elevation to the bench, which testified to the democratic nature of his character and the affectionate respect felt for him. Although Judge Spencer J. Lewis was taken prematurely, he had already gained stature as a judge and will be missed by his colleagues on the bench and his many friends everywhere. CLIFFORD W. AXTELL Clifford W. Axtell was born at Deposit, New York, on March 11, 1881, and died in Thermopolis, Wyoming, on July 20, 1957, at the age of 76. He received his law degree at Syracuse University, New York, in 1903, after which he came to Thermopolis and practiced law continuously from 1904 until his death, a period of some 53 years. He served at various times as City Attorney of Thermopolis and as County Attorney of Hot Springs County during his career. He was active in the Hot Springs County Bar Association. At the time of his death he was president of the First National Bank of Thermopolis. He was acitve in the Republican party in Wyoming and had served on the state committee of that party. He was quite versatile and had many interets, including the writing of poetry. He was active in the Masonic Order and his civic affiliations included the Lions Club, Elks Lodge, S.A.R. and the Episcopal church. He is survived by his wife, Clare, one son, Paul Warren Axtell of Thermopolis, two daughters, Mrs. Mary Louise Burgess and his lawyer daughter, Mrs. Ruth Clare Yonkee, both of Thermopolis, six grandchlidren, two brothers, one sister, and several nieces and nephews. Clifford W. Axtell was a widely known and respected pioneer Wyoming lawyer and will be greatly missed by his many friends.
Kurtz was born in Nebraska in 1884 and died May 2, 1957, at Sheridan, Wyoming at the age of 72. He studied both law and engineering in college and followed that latter profession for some 20 years after his arrival in Wyoming in 1907, although admitted to the Bar in 1909. After commencing the active practice of law in the late 1920's he was elected County Attorney of Sheridan County in 1931 and so served for 4 terms. He was active in the Democratic party throughout his career, serving at one time as chairman of the state Democratic central committee. He served in the Wyoming Legislature during six different sessions, both in the Senate and the House, and was senior Senator for a time. He was serving in the House at the time of his death.
He served in the armed forces during World War I. He was active in civic affairs, including work with the Boy Scouts, in which he held the Silver Beaver Award, the. highest award in scouting. His civic affiliations included the K. P., American Legion, and the Congregational church. He is survived by his wife and six children, Mrs. J. J. Lewis of Story, Samuel P. Kurtz of Rock Springs, Joseph D. Kurtz, Buffalo, N. Y., Mrs. Ivan Culver, Rivera, California, James A. Kurtz, Carson City, Nevada, and Allen E. Kurtz, Seattle, Washington, as well as sixteen grandchildren and one brother. Noah V. Kurtz was a well-known and respected member of the Wyoming Bar for many years, and will be missed by all who knew him. Although his practice in Wyoming was of relatively short duration, he is remembered by many of the older members of our bar who knew him while he was here. The total number of years of his law practice in the different states in which he lived was nearly 65. His survivors include his wife, five children and three brothers. he served at various times as police and juvenile court judge, justice of the peace, U.S. Court Commissioner and city attorney of Sheridan. He was active in the Republican party and had been a candidate for the Wyoming Legislature and for Governor. He also had run for District Judge of the Fourth Judicial District. He was a past president of the Sheridan County Bar Association and had served as a member of the Wyoming State Bar Legislative Committee. He was a member of the American Bar Association. He was active in the Masonic Order and was a member of the Episcopal church. He is survived by his wife and his lawyer son, John F. Raper, Jr., United States 'attorney for Wyoming, and four grandsons. John F. Raper was well known for his courageous and active interest in civic and public affairs both as lawyer and citizen and will be missed by his many friends. He also served as state Senator from 1948 to 1950 and was District Court Commissioner from 1943 until his death. He was an active member of the Democratic party. He was active in many civic organizations and was an active member of the Masonic Order. He was a member of the Episcopal church. He is survived by his wife, Florence, and two daughters, Mrs. A. L. Byram and Mrs. Charles N. Bishop, both of Los Angeles, California, three grandchildren, and nine brothers and sisters. Reuel Walton was a well-known and respected Wyoming lawyer for many years and will be missed by his many friends. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wyoming State Bar at its regular annual meeting assembled in Rawlins, Wyoming, August 29, 30, and 31, 1957, pay its respect to: T. Blake Kennedy, Spencer J. Lewis, Clifford W. Axtell, Noah V. Kurtz, John R. McDermott, R. H. Nichols, Michael W. Purcell, John F. Raper, E. J. Sullivan, and Reuel Walton, and recognize their contribution to the legal profession in the state of Wyoming, that our sympathy be hereby extended to their bereaved relatives and that their memories be perpetuated by extending this resolution upon the minutes of the meeting of the Association.
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the families of these ten distinguished members of our profession.
Respectfully submitted, THE NECROLOGY COMMITTEE Harry A. Thompson, Chairman Lee S. Nebeker William A. Swainson
